
 

 
 

 

Portland Timbers Selects Allied Works  

To Design Expanded Home at Providence Park 

 
An innovative vertical design increases capacity,  

building on the dynamism and history of the stadium  
 

 
Rendering of proposed Providence Park stadium expansion from the historic grandstand © Allied Works Architecture 

 

New York, NY—May 12, 2017 (updated December 1, 2017)—Allied Works Architecture revealed design 

plans for the expansion of the historic Providence Park, home to the Portland Timbers of Major League 

Soccer and Portland Thorns FC of the National Women’s Soccer League, and one of the most venerated 

venues in North American soccer, following the recent announcement of the firm’s selection. Taking 

inspiration from the vertical uplift of Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in London, the design calls for the 

addition of a new three-level-high rise of stands on the stadium’s east side—adding some 4,000 seats—

and the creation of a striking new public arcade on street level. The modern, yet historically influenced, 

expansion amplifies the excitement, drama, and diversity of the stadium, and preserves its connection to 

the neighborhood in downtown Portland, allowing the community to share in the energy within.  

 

Construction on the stadium began in November 2017 and will occur in two phases during the 

offseason, with completion expected at the outset of the 2019 season. The project follows Allied Works’ 

commission to design the training facilities for the Timbers at their offsite practice fields in Beaverton, 

OR, and builds upon the firm’s expertise in creating transformational spaces that respond to specificity 

of place.  

 

“The Timbers have sold out every game at Providence Park since joining Major League in 2011, and our 

wait list for season tickets has grown to more than 13,000 fans. An expanded Providence Park ensures 

that the Timbers and Thorns can remain viable in their unique downtown location for the long term,” said 

Mike Golub, president of business for the Timbers and Thorns FC. “Brad Cloepfil and Allied Works were 

the obvious partners for this project. The firm is distinguished for its modern, innovative designs that 

respect a project’s site and identity of place. Furthermore, as a native Oregonian and a fierce Timbers 

fan, Brad understands on a personal level the significance of this project for the teams and fans alike. 

His vision for the expansion builds upon the history of the field and, through its seamless integrated 

design, helps to create an ever-more-dynamic experience.”  
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Allied Works’ expansion for Providence Park completes the original master plan for the stadium, first 

proposed by the office of A.E Doyle and Morris Whitehouse in advance of its construction in 1926. While 

the original envisioned a heavy, cloistered arcade, AWA’s design calls for a structure of open steel 

lacework, creating transparent platforms of people, banners, light, and activity. A scrim of steel tension 

cables forms a woven, textile-like façade for the new building, which rises three stories. At the sidewalk, 

fans walk under a covered arcade the length of the stadium, with sight lines into the field remaining open 

along 18th Avenue. The first and second floors above street level are enclosed in glass, with balconies 

overlooking the city, and the top floor doubling as an event deck that may be used year-round. The new 

roof structure reaches out from the concrete frame to shelter the exposed main east side stands. 

 

“The expansion of Providence Park creates a new urban stadium type—a transparent civic platform—

revealing the life of the game on the field, in the stands and in the streets,” said Brad Cloepfil, principal 

and founder of Allied Works. “The design was conceived to amplify the excitement, theatricality, and 

intensity of the stadium experience by offering the unique sensation of being in the heart of the action no 

matter where you are, connected at once with the game and the city.”  

 

About Allied Works Architecture  

Allied Works Architecture is a 40-person practice led by Brad Cloepfil from offices in Portland, Oregon 

and New York City. Guided by principles of craft and innovation, Allied Works creates designs that 

resonate with their specificity of place and purpose. The firm’s practice is grounded in the belief that 

architecture provides meaningful new insight into its surrounding physical and ideological landscapes. 

Using a research-based approach, Allied Works distills the elemental principles that drive each of their 

projects and transforms these into material, shape, and structure—architectural designs that engage 

public imagination and amplify a city’s cultural legacy.  

 

Founded in 1994, Allied Works is widely recognized for its cultural projects, among them the Museum of 

Arts and Design in New York; the Clyfford Still Museum in Denver, Colorado; the Contemporary Art 

Museum St. Louis; Seattle Art Museum; the University of Michigan Museum of Art; Booker T. Washington 

High School for the Performing and Visual Arts in the Dallas Arts District; and the Schnitzer Center for Art 

and Design at the Pacific Northwest College of Art in Portland, Oregon. Allied Works has also designed 

and completed private residences, offices, commercial projects and creative workspaces, such as: the 

design of Wieden + Kennedy Agency, which radically transformed a historic warehouse in Portland’s 

Pearl District into a world headquarters that has become a benchmark for adaptive reuse and workplace 

architecture; the Dutchess County Estate in Stanfordville, New York; and Pixar Animation Studios in 

Emeryville, California.  

 

The firm recently marked the completion of three Michelin starred Eleven Madison Park, New York, 

Uniqlo City, the international headquarters and flagship creative studios of Fast Retailing in Tokyo, 

Japan, and Studio Bell, home of the National Music Centre of Canada, in Calgary, Alberta. Major current 

projects include the National Veterans’ Memorial Museum in Columbus, Ohio, and the U.S. Embassy 

compound in Maputo, Mozambique.   
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Resnicow and Associates  

Juliet Sorce: jsorce@resnicow.com, 212-671-5158 

Megan Ardery: mardery@resnicow.com, 212-671-5178 

Stephanie Yeo: syeo@resnicow.com, 212-671-5161 
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